B(C6F5)3 mediated arene hydrogenation/transannulation of para-methoxyanilines.
The stoichiometric reaction of para-methoxyanilines and B(C6F5)3 under H2 results in reduction of the N-bound phenyl ring(s), and subsequent transannular ring closure with elimination of methanol, affording the respective 7-azabicyclo[2.2.1]heptane derivatives.